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Drinking Water Challenges 

Inadequately treated surface water 

Isolated small systems 
Climate Change 

Chromium 6 

Wastewater Discharges 

Imported Surface Water 

Capacity & Treatment Issues 

Nitrate and/or Arsenic 

Water Shortages 

Mountain Areas – Hard Rock Wells 

Capacity Problems 

Central Valley/Desert Areas –

Nitrate, Arsenic, DBCP, Uranium 

Perchlorate 

Recycled Water Projects 

Sea Water Intrusion 

Extremely Impaired Groundwater 

International Water Supplies Desalination 

1 



2 

Drinking Water Program 

Type of System Population % of CA population 

Large Water System 
>1000 connections 

37 million 98% 

Small Water System 
<1000 connections 

400,000 1% 

Type of System Approximate # 

COMMUNITY 3,000 

   Large (>3,300 people) 700 

   Small (<3,300 people) 2,300 

NON-COMMUNITY 4,500 

   Nontransient 1,500 

   Transient 3,000 

TOTAL 7,500 
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Local Primacy Agency (LPA) Counties 

32 LPA Counties  

• Regulate community water systems 15-199 

service connections and non-community 

water systems 

CDPH 

• Regulates systems with 15+ service 

connections in other (non-LPA) 26 counties 
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CDPH FIELD OFFICES 

5 Regions 

23 Districts 

Each District is staffed by:  
 

• Supervising District 

Engineer 
 

• 3-6 technical staff 

(primarily engineers) 
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